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               The Wonderful World of Wax: Encaustics 101

Below is a comprehensive list of the tools and equipment we will use during this program. I explain many of these 
materials in detail in 3 videos including Setting Up Your Studio Space, Health and Safety and Additional Supplies. 
You can purchase these supplies at a variety of locations including an art supply store, home improvement or hardware 
store, and even your local grocery store. 

If you’re just starting out here’s an inexpensive way to get 
your wax up to working temperature - a pancake grill 
that can be purchased from any store that carries kitchen 
supplies. Make sure it has a temperature adjustment and 
you’re set to go!

Depending on your budget and the techniques you are 
developing, you may want to step up to an encaustic 
palette.  This one is by R&F. I like the fact that it doesn’t 
have a lip so I can work on the surface directly (to create 
monoprints) or use it to heat my wax in a variety of ways.

On those days when I want to heat up a larger quantity 
of encaustic medium an electric skillet  is the way to go! I 
like the fact that the wax melts very quickly and I can be 
working within 15-25 minutes. Again you will want to 
make sure that it has a built-in thermostat.
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Encaustic paint is essentially encaustic medium with 
the addition of pigment. It is highly concentrated and 
usually opaque when used directly. It can be purchased 
in a variety of forms as well and used full strength or 
mixed with additional encaustic medium to create 
translucent glazing effects. 

Available at any home improvement store, a variable 
speed heat gun is how you will fuse each layer of 
encaustic medium to the layer below. As fusing is at 
the heart of encaustic technique, prepare to get well 
acquainted with yours :)

One of the staples of our encaustic practise is, of course, 
encaustic medium. It can be purchased in slabs, tins, 
cakes or as pellets from a variety of manufacturers. It is 
most commonly a mixture of beeswax and damar resin. 
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A great piece of equipment in any artist studio (and 
home for that matter) is a fire extinguisher. Make sure 
to read the instructions so that you know how to use this 
in the unlikely event of a fire starting. To decrease the 
likelihood of ever having to use a fire extinguisher, keep 
your work space free and clear of clutter, paper towels, 
and any flammable substances. Also, empty out your 
garbage cans every day or two. 

You will also need tins to keep your encaustic medium 
and wax ready to go in an assortment of colours.

You will want to have an assortment of natural bristle 
brushes to apply your encaustic medium as well as the 
variety of finishes you will be working with.
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No matter what style of palette or grill I’m using I find 
my thermometer indispensable for ensuring that I’m 
maintaining my ideal wax temperature.



I cover my table top with concrete board that I have 
prepared with a layer of melted microcrystalline wax. 
This makes a great working surface that is heat resistant, 
fire-proof and easy to keep clean. This product is known 
by many names and is commonly used to insulate 
around kitchen stoves.

Fumes are never an issue in my studio because I keep my 
temperature low and just at the melting point (usually 
between 175-225 degrees depending on the equipment)
and I always have my box fan going.

Speaking of keeping our hands (reasonably) clean, most 
artist supply stores carry barrier cream, which is kind of 
a nice halfway point between gloves and bare skin.
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While I usually don’t mind getting my hands dirty in my 
art making there are limits. When I’m there I wear latex 
gloves.



Prepare to use a lot of paper towel in the various 
processes. I like the heavy duty shop clothes that are sold 
in the paint departments at home improvement stores. 
They are lint free and durable. 

Baby wipes are perfect for removing any remaining 
coconut oil - as well as miscellaneous messes.

In this program you will see painter’s tape used for 
protecting the edges and masking sections of the work. I 
find it an indispensable part of my encaustic studio.

...and did I mention coconut oil? As you will see, this 
is fantastic for knocking back oil paint or many other 
media that you want to remove from your wax. It is 
also a cheap and non toxic way to clean your oil paint 
brushes. 
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In most cases I want to start with a clean white 
background. I use white tempera paint to help me 
achieve this. Make sure that yours does not include 
acrylic medium as this will cause adhesion problems.

Metal Leaf can be a great way to add bling to your 
artwork. It’s one of the mediums that can be toned 
down with an oil rub. I’ll show you how this is done in 
this program.

One of my favourite finishing mediums is oil paint. No 
matter what other media you are incorporating a final oil 
rub can be a great way to tie everything together visually.

A variety of tools can be used to work into the wax 
once it’s been applied and fused. These often come from 
other artistic practices such as the burnishing tool and 
the double pointed whistler etching tool (from print 
making) and the loop tool (from ceramic studios.)
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Acrylic paint can ONLY be used to paint the edges of 
our substrates. As it is a synthetic, non porous material it  
can not be layered with our encaustic waxes.  

There’s a reason the sketchbook appears twice 
on this page. If I were to recommend a secret 
weapon or magic pill to use in moving your 
encaustic work to the next level, then time spent 
on thumbnails and preparatory sketches would 
be it. I like the sketchbooks that lay completely 
flat when they are opened. 
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To work up your thumbnail sketches and do some 
brainstorming and reflecting in your sketchbook it will 
be useful to have some pencils on hand. Most brands 
of pencils are great. I like to purchase my pencils in tins 
which provide a great way to transport them without 
breaking during road trips, travel and working on 
location.  It’s also useful to have an eraser and some 
coloured media such as pencil crayons to do quick 
colour studies. 

If you look after these tools well, they will last you for years (or decades) of productive use. As mentioned these are the 
main pieces of equipment and tools that we will use throughout this program. There are many other encaustic tools, 
pieces of equipment and materials that we will continue to explore in additional programs in the future, but this will 
give you a strong foundation on which to build your practice. Don’t feel that it is necessary to buy all of these materials 
at once, slowly build your supplies over time. I find that birthdays and holidays are a great time to let our art interests be 
known... or reward yourself with a special treat!  : )


